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A Glorious Summer on White Bear Lake in Bellaire
By ScoT1T FREEBERG

A long LONG time ago in the 18@0and early 1908'there was a small beachside community on the eastern
shore ofWhite Bear Lake, called “Bellaire.” Itis but a faint memory today but back as early as theB&&iie was
a summer get-away for St. Paul and Minneapolis residents.

The community of Bellaire covered
the land from East County Line
Road west to Bellairdvenue and
from the lake to County Road F
Bellaire was part of the 1847
government survey of tigisconsin
Territory. Following the survey the
government ordered a federal
geological survey to determine if this
area contained valuable minerals
such as iron ore, coppsilver, or
gold. When the survey found no
such minerals, the government
opened the region for sale at $1.25
an acre. While lumber cutters took
down much of the old growth forest
in the area, many historic trees
remain in Bellaire today

CANOEING AT BELLAIRE

In 1858White BeafTownship was formed on Mayl 1the same day that Minnesota became a Stheslownship
once consisted of an area that was 36 miles square and included the present comriviawitiasdieights, Gem
Lake, North Oaks and the City\&fhite Bear Lake as well as what remain$@snship.

The area around Bellaire has remained withiftlvenship. Today the Bellaire community is just minutes away from
downtownWhite Beaybut back in the late 18G0and early 1908'the journey was longer as Bellaire was literally “out
in the country The area was heavily populated with summer cottages and farms.

A 1976White Bear Pessarticle says, “By the early 1850.. $. Paul summer residertisgan making summer day
trips to White Bear and Bellaire to enjoy the crystal clear water of the lake... Here women of leisure wiled away the
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summer with their children while their husbands either remained in St. Paul at their business or commuted on one of1
hourly trains from St. Paul.”

This was a time before indoor plumbing so there were outdoor water pumps located on every street which provided
fresh water for drinking and cooking/ater had to be carried from the
pump to the cottage or tent, and outhouses were a necessity

BirchwoodVillage was just across the border of East County Line R¢
and they had a water tower that was kept full with lake water and ug
for bathing and washing. Bellaire residents were allowed to use wat|
from the tower as wellThe water tower is still standing today

A very important piece of Bellaire history was the Bellaire Community/|
Club. Formed in the 193 'during the depression, the Bellaire Com-
munity Club was an incredibly strong organization with a membershig
up to 170 families. The club sponsored events year round including
booyas, bingo parties, steak fyice cream socials, lectures, and oth
meetings for the betterment of the commuriityoking back and
reflecting, the Community Club was a treasure and helped maintain {
strong community camaraderie through these social events. Thecl
fostered a community spirit where neighbors knew their neighbors, a
likely knew everyone in the communihelped each otheand enjoyed
a good community life with each othér1976White Bear Pess
article says, “One of the communityats came in 1940 when adgrbillboard was built and each beyame was
listed there when he wenf &b serve in the armed forces durivgrid War Il. The families also got together for annual
parades, picnics, games, and fun throughout the year and helped maintain a warming house for skaters.” During thi
period the club also owned a private beach at the end of BAaineie along South Shore Boulevard which was used
by the families of the community cluBfter the community club was disbanded in 1964, Ramsey Countyaitel
BearTownship acquired the property and turned it into a community beach appropriately called “Bellaire Beach.” Sc
(o m— : — thelgext time you drive by Bellaire Beach, takg agood Igng look past the
i - T P e parking lot, and see the bgach and the l&ke.will bg looking bac;k in
2 fx ” swmmrﬁm: i time into the 193®@ and seeing what the early Bellaire Community Club
beach goers saw when they spent the day at the beach.

TEEL‘u"n‘ kL rsmw THAT

] S

SWIMMING AT BELLAIRE

bl 22 menir ::Dﬁmr DuringWorld War Il Bellaire residents formed the South SHaeans-
ﬂﬂﬂ%’t@;;ﬁf_ﬁﬂ- and Tegrathios of the Dallral. & portation Club which provided bus service between Bellaire and White
oty T AT ol Live Blale of Minmesia wad ik
mmﬂmnﬁ“ﬁﬁ'@&%ﬂ o Bear Lake At that time the trolley cars were long out of existence so if
sk “ﬂfﬁma;a i i mm you didnt have a cathenwhite Bear was a long way away from
s ey g ltiom Bellaire, likely too far to walk, shop, then carry your groceries home.
E 100 : Wn{ The early memberships were only one dolldre bus would take folks

to White Bear and back for ten cents. It gave folks about arshour

worth of shopping time before the bus returned to Bellaire. The bus also
made four trips into Saint Paul and back each day; two trips in the early morning and return tripshdt 4r@b310
PM., providing transportation for workers and shoppers.

While the community of Bellaire has changed, the history of Bellaire remains and gives us more insight into the commt
ties surrounding the lake in the late 18)@nd why people came here. Going to Bellaire then was similar to going to
the cabin ‘up nortitoday If I close my eyes and dream hard enough | can imagine myself takitdtveod trolley
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from . Paul toNildwood Park, and catching the trolley to
Bellaire. I'd hop off at the Bellaire trolley stop and walk east
to the lake shore, and spend a glorious day at White Bear
- Lake swimming, visiting, and playing. Maybe I'd meeta
pretty gal with a canoe at the beach, and we’d go canoeing
along the shores of Bellaire, past Birchwdfithge, and
paddle arounwildwoodAmusement ParlAfterwards we’d
share a beachside lunch at Bellaire Beach, and maybe take a
walk up to the Bellaire General Store, sit out on the porch,
share some ice cream or root haed talk.After a long
wonderful day in paradise I'd hear the toot of the approaching
trolley and would reluctantly bid farewell to my canoe gal. I'd
catch the trolley as it stops in Bellaire and head back to St.
Paul. The whole way back I'd be wishing that | could have
stayed in Bellaire for just one more hourone more day
Sigh...

FuN AT THE LAKE

The pictures are courtesy of tite Bear Lak@rea Historical SocietyThese pictures and many more are available
for viewing on the Historical Socie/vebsite, wwwhtebearhistorgrg. The pictures can be found by clicking on the
Resource Library link on the left side of the page. Use the Search feature to find photos that interest you. The onlir
photo search is a treasure!

A Special Thank You to Our Proudlv Servi
Hometown Business Members roudly serving
Knutsermuto T
Manitou Station heWhite Bear Lakérea
Mélange Historical Society is proud to
BroUD O OUR Mueller Lake Mortuary ;erye the following communi-
H iSTORY Parkway Painting Company ties:
Proub oF OUuR Sunbear Salon & Spa .
CommunITY Town Life Magazine *Birchwood
e Tonm UrsulasWine Bar & Café .I\D/IelLvtVOOdd'
e Vacation Sports svantomed
p N White Bear Country Inn/Rudy’ 'wn'te Bear Lake .
Red Eye Gril *White Bear Township
caL 505 White Bear Eye Clinic
Alphagraphics Organizations:
Auto Glass Express Lakeshore Players
Edina RealtyWhite Bear Lake VFW Post 1782
Fashion Eyes White Bear Lake Liors Club
FrazeAutomotive If you have a story
Hisdahl, Inc. For information on how your pictures, or any
Hoffman Corner Heating &ir business can be a WBLAHS information that you
Conditioning Hometown Business Member would like to share,
Judy King Estate Sales please contact Sara please contact Sara at
JustTwo Bikes at 651-407-5327 651-407-5327




Did You Know...

\Men the White Bear Lake City Hall was built i[

The following individuals
have made a donation in
memory of Gordon Brierley

1988, the City Council Chambers were finished wi Thank voul —
mural made of Endicott clay behind the diaz where yow The following individuals
council sits. Each brick was numbered and the m Kathy Hoelscher have made a}donauon In
was dismantled and transported to Whte Bear L Tove Dierssen memory of Dick Hanson
for assembly Paul & Judy King Thank you!
Liz & Dick Hiniker Lin & Louann Lindbeck
Robert & DeeAnne Nelson| Sara & Jeff Hanson
Michael & Kathy Fleming || Bob & Virginia Dippel
Ed & Mary Nakasone Amy & Peter Zeuli
Kate & Rob Huebsch
Anne Magnuson
Dave & Mary Markoe
Recent Donations Learning from Mission

I he Historical Society has been the
recipient of several wonderful dona-

tions to our collections recently

Our Past,
Preserving for

Statement of the
White Bear Lake

including: . .
Photo of the Hansen-Albee Our Future. Area Historical
wedding Society
donated by Dathea Pocker
Minute Book of the Birch
L;klje RuraTI'eIephon(I—;A W B LA H S 2 O 1 O -I-heWhite Bear Lakérea

company (1907-1942),
Photos of the Dillon Family
and Dillon Farm in White
BearTownship

donated by Bill & Bernice

Board of Directors
Jo Emerson President
Peter Reis Past President
Jenni Corbett, Secretary
Tracey Montgomely, Treasurer

Dillon Scott Freeberg
2010WBLAHS Yearbook Christy Guitt n
donated by Dan #gner Keith Hisdahl

Donations accepted for the White Kathy Hoelscher

Bear LakeArea Historical Societg Chris Johnson

collections must pertain to the area Jan Holtz Kraemer

surrounding White Bear Lake and Shana Karle n

meet other requirements. For more Lin Lindbeck

information on what those require- Tom Rice

ments are, please contact Sara at 651- Bill Matschke

407-5327 Without donations like Meg Todd n

these the collections and resources of

theWhite Bear Lakérea Historical Find us on

Society would not growThey are Facebook

greatly appreciated!

Facebook.com/whitebearhistory

Historical Society connects the
community to its past, fostering an
understanding and

appreciation for our history

We fulfill our mission by....

Gathering and maintaining
historical information

and artifacts.

We are safe keepers of
our heritage.

Educating the community
about our history

We are the community
storytellers.

Encouraging personal and
community responsibility for
preserving our physical links
to the past.

We are advocates for
historical presewration.



] -I_heVVhite Bear Lakérea Historical Society appreciates the steadfast dedica-

tion of Sue Balcomwho staffs the Depot Museum on the second Saturday of

V each month allowing us to maintain some weekend h8ukssconstant smile is

(@) | unteer the perfect greeting for our visitors. Thank y8ué

S p Otl | g ht We would not be able to provide many of our programs and events
without our numerous volunteers who make things happen. Whether itis giving

tours at the House, sorting papers at the Resource Library or answering question

for visitors, we rely heavily on the help of our volunteers. Thank you to all of you

—new and continuing! For more information on what you may be able to do to

help please contact Meg 651-407-5327.

From Our President...Jo Emerson

-I-he Spring Event turned out to be even better than we had hop&liitfee right elements went

into this event to make it so special — the venue, the wetitb@narvelous food supplied by a most
generous group of area restaurants, the attendees (some of whom had never attended one of ou
events) who bid on the silent and live auction items, the dancing to the music of The Space Heater
Band featuring John Evans and Dan Perry — all of this as we celebrated the history of the boat
building industry oiWhite Bear LakeWe thank everyone for their support and participa#ord to the committee

who worked so tirelessly to produce this stellar eVERANK YOU SO MUCH!

Ouir first pub crawl was a sold out eveifatch for details of future pub crawlBheArbor's 2ndAnnualAntique

Show had even more particpants than last y@lans are already underway for next iesinow We have been at
Marketfest again this yearo be informed of future events and happenings, check out our website, our Facebook
page and this newslett&nd if there is something you would like to see us do, let us know

Now it's time for the commercial. oliinteers are the backbone of thigaorization As you probably knoywe have
only one paid sthfnember Everything else is done by volunteers and we need you. I'm listing a few possible ideas o
ways you could volunteelf you dont see something on the list, feel free to contact us with an idea of something you
might like to do. The possibilities are endless.
So here goes:
—Fillebrown Hous@&our Guides
—Have a pontoon boat and would be willing to drive it for our boat tours?
—Maintaining the flower beds at the Fillebrown House
—Program Leader — have a special historical topic you would like to share with our community? Interested in
leading a walking tour of your neighborhood?
—Staff the Depot — If you could give us 3 hours once a month that would be great.
—Special Projects — This is a perfect opportunity for someone wanting to volunteer now and then for short
periods of time.

So think it over and come volunteer with ¥su will have fun, be helping the Historical Society and meet some really
great people.

Thank you to everyone who helps to makes the WBLAHS continue to grow and to further the vision of those that
established this organization 40 years ago.

Jo Emerson, President WBLAHS



Upcoming Calendar of Events

For the laest info on these gents and moe visit wwwwhitebearhistory.org or
www.facebook.com/w hitebearhistory or call 651-407-5327

Cruise Into the Past — Historic Boatdur
of White Bear Lake

TuesdayAugust 10, 6-8pm

$29/person

Reservations required through WBLA Schools Community
Services & Recreation Department at 651-407-7501

or whitebeak12.mn.us/community/

Pops on the Porch!

NEW DATE!!

ThursdayAugust 28, 6-8pm,
weather permitting

Enjoy the sounds of the Moonlight
| Serenaders while you relax in the
summer breeze off of White Bear
Lake at the historic Fillebrown
House. Bring a blanket, lawn
chair and picnic supper if you
wish! Free & open to the public.

Scrapbooking Quarterly Crop

SaturdayAugust 2%, 10am-10pm

White BeaArmory (2228 Fourth teet)

$30/person

Reservation Required

The day of crafting includes: lunch, dinygracks and door prizes
To register visit whitebearhistooyg and check out the upcoming
events or call 651-407-5327.

Historic House Tur 2010

SundaySeptember 26 Noon-6pm

presented by thé&/hite Bear Lakérea Historical Socie
and Signature Sponsor Chuck & DeRet Food Outlet [#
$25/person ($20/person for WBLAHS members) prio
September 26 $30 the day of the tour for all tickets. B
Tour 10 fabulous homes on and aroWitite Bear Lake
look for a preview in the next issueTdie LakéArea
Presewer.




From the Director's Desk...

I he WBLAHS was incorporated in September of 1970. Throughout 2010 the WBLAHS is
celebrating its 4Danniversary In each of this yea issues of our quarterfhe LakéArea Pe-
sewer, we will focus on ten facts you may not know abouviizi AHS.

Did you know the WBLAHS...

Is a private, 501(c)3 charitable organization making contributions tax-deductible subject to the tax
code?

Maintains an online searchable photo database that now numbers over 4,000 images?

Has only ever had one Executive Director?

Offers guided and self-guided walking tours of DowntdMimte Bear Lake, Lak&venue, Cottage

Park and Mahtomedi?

Annual memberships start at just $20 for individuals?

Has an office, exhibit and resource library at the Depot Museum?

Was completely volunteer driven until 20017

Receives approximately 5,000 requests for information each year through personal visits, telephone
calls, email and Facebook?

Has a working board of fifteen dedicated members from the five municipalities around the lake?

Has used our microfilmed newspaper archives at the depot to research and coordinate the Matoska
Memories section of th&/hite Bear Pesseach week since 2003?

Your local historical society is a dynamiganization in which we all should be proddhe history of this area is
tremendous and needs to be preservldnk you for placing a value on that history by being a membetunteer
and a participant in the things we dde couldnt continue our ébrts without you.

-Sara
WHITE BEAR LAKE AREA HiSTORICALSOCIETY MEMBERSHIPAPPLICATION
NAME
ADDRESS
Ciy SiaTE Zp
PHoNE EmalL
CHECK LEVEL OF MEMBERSHIP.
InDIViDUAL $20 FamiL Y/HouseHoLD $30 Patron $80
Sponsor $150 PreservaTiONIST $300 AeriaL $500
Summit $1000 OTHER $

Send with check t&/BLAHS, PO Box 10543/ hite Bear Lake, Minnesota 581-0543



Sae the Da!!!

TheWhite BearArea Historic Housdour 2010 is

coming soon...
SundaySeptember 26th
Noon-6pm
Presented by the o _ s
White Bear Laké\rea Historical Society FUTURE 1SSUES

and Signature Sponsor

SaRA MARKOE HANSON
Depot Museum
4751 HeHway 61
WHITE BEAR LAKE, MN
55110

651-407-5327
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