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shore of White Bear Lake, called “Bellaire.”  It is but a faint memory today but back as early as the 1850’s Bellaire was
a summer get-away for St. Paul and Minneapolis residents.

The community of Bellaire covered
the land from East County Line
Road west to Bellaire Avenue and
from the lake to County Road F.
Bellaire was part of the 1847
government survey of the Wisconsin
Territory.  Following the survey the
government ordered a federal
geological survey to determine if this
area contained valuable minerals
such as iron ore, copper, silver, or
gold.  When the survey found no
such minerals, the government
opened the region for sale at $1.25
an acre.  While lumber cutters took
down much of the old growth forest
in the area, many historic trees
remain in Bellaire today.

In 1858 White Bear Township was formed on May 11, the same day that Minnesota became a state.  The Township
once consisted of an area  that was 36 miles square and included the present communities of Vadnais Heights, Gem
Lake, North Oaks and the City of White Bear Lake as well as what remains as Township.

The area around Bellaire has remained within the Township.  Today the Bellaire community is just minutes away from
downtown White Bear, but back in the late 1800’s and early 1900’s the journey was longer as Bellaire was literally “out
in the country.”  The area was heavily populated with summer cottages and farms.

A 1976 White Bear Press article says, “By the early 1850’s... St. Paul summer residents began making summer day
trips to White Bear and Bellaire to enjoy the crystal clear water of the lake...  Here women of leisure wiled away the
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A Glorious Summer on White Bear Lake in Bellaire
BY SCOTT  FREEBERG

A long LONG time ago in the 1800’s and early 1900’s there was a small beachside community on the eastern

CANOEING  AT BELLAIRE
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summer with their children while their husbands either remained in St. Paul at their business or commuted on one of the
hourly trains from St. Paul.”

This was a time before indoor plumbing so there were outdoor water pumps located on every street which provided
fresh water for drinking and cooking.  Water had to be carried from the
pump to the cottage or tent, and outhouses were a necessity.
Birchwood Village was just across the border of East County Line Road
and they had a water tower that was kept full with lake water and used
for bathing and washing.  Bellaire residents were allowed to use water
from the tower as well.  The water tower is still standing today.

A very important piece of Bellaire history was the Bellaire Community
Club.  Formed in the 1930’s, during the depression, the Bellaire Com-
munity Club was an incredibly strong organization with a membership of
up to 170 families.  The club sponsored events year round including
booyas, bingo parties, steak fry’s, ice cream socials, lectures, and other
meetings for the betterment of the community.  Looking back and
reflecting, the Community Club was a treasure and helped maintain a
strong community camaraderie through these social events.  The club
fostered a community spirit where neighbors knew their neighbors, and
likely knew everyone in the community, helped each other, and enjoyed
a good community life with each other.  A 1976 White Bear Press
article says, “One of the community efforts came in 1940 when a large billboard was built and each boy’s name was
listed there when he went off to serve in the armed forces during World War II.  The families also got together for annual
parades, picnics, games, and fun throughout the year and helped maintain a warming house for skaters.”  During this
period the club also owned a private beach at the end of Bellaire Avenue along South Shore Boulevard which was used
by the families of the community club.  After the community club was disbanded in 1964, Ramsey County and White
Bear Township acquired the property and turned it into a community beach appropriately called “Bellaire Beach.”  So

the next time you drive by Bellaire Beach, take a good long look past the
parking lot, and see the beach and the lake.  You will be looking back in
time into the 1930’s and seeing what the early Bellaire Community Club
beach goers saw when they spent the day at the beach.

During World War II Bellaire residents formed the South Shore Trans-
portation Club which provided bus service between Bellaire and White
Bear Lake.  At that time the trolley cars were long out of existence so if
you didn’t have a car, then White Bear was a long way away from
Bellaire, likely too far to walk, shop, then carry your groceries home.
The early memberships were only one dollar.  The bus would take folks
to White Bear and back for ten cents.  It gave folks about an hour’s
worth of shopping time before the bus returned to Bellaire.  The bus also

made four trips into Saint Paul and back each day; two trips in the early morning and return trips at 4:05 P.M. and 5:10
P.M., providing transportation for workers and shoppers.

While the community of Bellaire has changed, the history of Bellaire remains and gives us more insight into the communi-
ties surrounding the lake in the late 1800’s, and why people came here.  Going to Bellaire then was similar to going to
the cabin ‘up north’ today.  If I close my eyes and dream hard enough I can imagine myself taking the Wildwood trolley

Continued on page 3
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•Birchwood
•Dellwood
•Mahtomedi
•White Bear Lake
•White Bear Township

 he White Bear Lake Area
Historical Society is proud to
serve the following communi-
ties:

 Proudly Serving

If you have a story,
pictures, or any
information that you
would like to share,
please contact Sara at
651-407-5327

T

A Special Thank You to Our
Hometown Business Members

Alphagraphics
Auto Glass Express
Edina Realty, White Bear Lake
Fashion Eyes
Frazer Automotive
Hisdahl, Inc.
Hoffman Corner Heating & Air
      Conditioning
Judy King Estate Sales
Just Two Bikes

PROUD OF OUR

H ISTORY

PROUD OF OUR

COMMUNITY

HOMETOWN

BUSINESS

Knutsen Auto
Manitou Station
Mélange
Mueller Lake Mortuary
Parkway Painting Company
Sunbear Salon & Spa
Town Life Magazine
Ursula’s Wine Bar & Café
Vacation Sports
White Bear Country Inn/Rudy’s
      Red Eye Grill
White Bear Eye Clinic

Organizations:
Lakeshore Players
VFW Post 1782
White Bear Lake Lion’s Club

For information on how your
business can be a WBLAHS
Hometown Business Member
please contact Sara
at 651-407-5327

from St. Paul to Wildwood Park, and catching the trolley to
Bellaire.  I’d hop off at the Bellaire trolley stop and walk east
to the lake shore, and spend a glorious day at White Bear
Lake swimming, visiting, and playing.  Maybe I’d meet a
pretty gal with a canoe at the beach, and we’d  go canoeing
along the shores of Bellaire, past Birchwood Village, and
paddle around Wildwood Amusement Park.  Afterwards we’d
share a beachside lunch at Bellaire Beach, and maybe take a
walk up to the Bellaire General Store, sit out on the porch,
share some ice cream or root beer, and talk.  After a long
wonderful day in paradise I’d hear the toot of the approaching
trolley and would reluctantly bid farewell to my canoe gal.  I’d
catch the trolley as it stops in Bellaire and head back to St.
Paul.  The whole way back I’d be wishing that I could have
stayed in Bellaire for just one more hour, or one more day.
Sigh...

The pictures are courtesy of the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society.  These pictures and many more are available
for viewing on the Historical Society’s website, www.whtebearhistory.org.  The pictures can be found by clicking on the
Resource Library link on the left side of the page.  Use the Search feature to find photos that interest you.  The online
photo search is a treasure!

Continued from page 2
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Facebook.com/whitebearhistory
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WBLAHS 2010
Board of Directors

Learning from
Our Past,

Preserving for
Our Future.

Mission
Statement of the
White Bear Lake
Area Historical

Society

Historical Society connects the
community to its past, fostering an
understanding  and
appreciation for our history.

We fulfill our mission by….
n Gathering and maintaining

historical information
and artifacts.
We are safe keepers of
our heritage.

n Educating the community
about our history.
We are the community
storytellers.

n Encouraging personal and
community responsibility for
preserving our physical links
to the past.
We are advocates for
historical preservation.

he White Bear Lake AreaT

Did You Know...

1988, the City Council Chambers were finished with a
mural made of Endicott clay behind the diaz where the
council sits.  Each brick was numbered and the mural
was dismantled and transported to Whte Bear Lake
for assembly.

When the White Bear Lake City Hall was built in

Kathy Hoelscher
Tove Dierssen

Paul & Judy King
Liz & Dick Hiniker

Robert & DeeAnne Nelson
Michael & Kathy Fleming

Ed & Mary Nakasone
Kate & Rob Huebsch

Anne Magnuson
Dave & Mary Markoe

The following individuals
have made a donation in

memory of Gordon Brierley
Thank you! The following individuals

have made a donation in
memory of Dick Hanson

Thank you!

Lin & Louann Lindbeck
Sara & Jeff Hanson

Bob & Virginia Dippel
Amy & Peter Zeuli

Recent Donations

 recipient of several wonderful dona-
tions to our collections recently,
including:
¨ Photo of the Hansen-Albee

  wedding
donated by Dorothea Pocker

¨ Minute Book of the Birch
 Lake Rural Telephone
 company (1907-1942),
 Photos of the Dillon Family
 and Dillon Farm in White
 Bear Township
donated by Bill & Bernice
 Dillon

¨ 2010 WBLAHS Yearbook
donated by Dan Wagner

Donations accepted for the White
Bear Lake Area Historical Society’s
collections must pertain to the area
surrounding White Bear Lake and
meet other requirements.  For more
information on what those require-
ments are, please contact Sara at 651-
407-5327.  Without donations like
these the collections and resources of
the White Bear Lake Area Historical
Society would not grow.  They are
greatly appreciated!

  The Historical Society has been the



From Our President...Jo Emerson

T
into this event to make it so special – the venue, the weather, the marvelous food supplied by a most
generous group of area restaurants, the attendees (some of whom had never attended one of our
events) who bid on the silent and live auction items, the dancing to the music of The Space Heater
Band featuring John Evans and Dan Perry – all of this as we celebrated the history of the boat

building industry on White Bear Lake.  We thank everyone for their support and participation.  And to the committee
who worked so tirelessly to produce this stellar event.  THANK YOU SO MUCH!

Our first pub crawl was a sold out event.  Watch for details of future pub crawls.  The Arbor’s 2nd Annual Antique
Show had even more particpants than last year.  Plans are already underway for next year’s show.  We have been at
Marketfest again this year.  To be informed of future events and happenings, check out our website, our Facebook
page and this newsletter.  And if there is something you would like to see us do, let us know.

Now it’s time for the commercial...Volunteers are the backbone of this organization.  As you probably know, we have
only one paid staff member.  Everything else is done by volunteers and we need you.  I’m listing a few possible ideas of
ways you could volunteer.  If you don’t see something on the list, feel free to contact us with an idea of something you
might like to do.  The possibilities are endless.
So here goes:

–Fillebrown House Tour Guides
–Have a pontoon boat and would be willing to drive it for our boat tours?
–Maintaining the flower beds at the Fillebrown House
–Program Leader – have a special historical topic you would like to share with our community?  Interested in
  leading a walking tour of your neighborhood?
–Staff the Depot – If you could give us 3 hours once a month that would be great.
–Special Projects – This is a perfect opportunity for someone wanting to volunteer now and then for short
  periods of time.

So think it over and come volunteer with us.  You will have fun, be helping the Historical Society and meet some really
great people.

Thank you to everyone who helps to makes the WBLAHS continue to grow and to further the vision of those that
established this organization 40 years ago.

Jo Emerson, President WBLAHS

he Spring Event turned out to be even better than we had hoped for.  All the right elements went

    he White Bear Lake Area Historical Society appreciates the steadfast dedica-
tion of Sue Balcom who staffs the Depot Museum on the second Saturday of
each month allowing us to maintain some weekend hours.  Sue’s constant smile is
the perfect greeting for our visitors.  Thank you, Sue!

We would not be able to provide many of our programs and events
without our numerous volunteers who make things happen.  Whether it is giving
tours at the House, sorting papers at the Resource Library or answering questions
for visitors, we rely heavily on the help of our volunteers.  Thank you to all of you
– new and continuing!  For more information on what you may be able to do to
help please contact Meg 651-407-5327.

T
olunteer

Spotlight
V



Upcoming Calendar of Events

Cruise Into the Past – Historic Boat Tour

of White Bear Lake
Tuesday, August 10th, 6-8pm
$29/person
Reservations required through WBLA Schools Community
Services & Recreation Department at 651-407-7501
or whitebear.k12.mn.us/community/

Pops on the Porch!
NEW  DATE!!
Thursday, August 26th, 6-8pm,
weather permitting
Enjoy the sounds of the Moonlight
Serenaders while you relax in the
summer breeze off of White Bear
Lake at the historic Fillebrown
House.  Bring a blanket, lawn
chair, and picnic supper if you
wish!  Free & open to the public.

Scrapbooking Quarterly Crop
Saturday, August 21st, 10am-10pm
White Bear Armory (2228 Fourth Street)
$30/person
Reservation Required
The day of crafting includes: lunch, dinner, snacks and door prizes
To register visit whitebearhistory.org and check out the upcoming
events or call 651-407-5327.

Historic House Tour 2010
Sunday, September 26th, Noon-6pm
presented by the White Bear Lake Area Historical Society
and Signature Sponsor Chuck & Don’s Pet Food Outlet
$25/person ($20/person for WBLAHS members) prior to
September 26th, $30 the day of the tour for all tickets.
Tour 10 fabulous homes on and around White Bear Lake –
look for a preview in the next issue of The Lake Area
Preserver.

For the latest info on these events and more visit www.whitebearhistory.org or
www.facebook.com/w hitebearhistory or call 651-407-5327
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From the Director’s Desk...

celebrating its 40th anniversary.  In each of this year’s issues of our quarterly, The Lake Area Pre-
server, we will focus on ten facts you may not know about the WBLAHS.

Did you know the WBLAHS…

The WBLAHS was incorporated in September of 1970.  Throughout 2010 the WBLAHS is

¨ Is a private, 501(c)3 charitable organization making contributions tax-deductible subject to the tax
code?

¨ Maintains an online searchable photo database that now numbers over 4,000 images?
¨ Has only ever had one Executive Director?
¨ Offers guided and self-guided walking tours of Downtown White Bear Lake, Lake Avenue, Cottage

Park and Mahtomedi?
¨ Annual memberships start at just $20 for individuals?
¨ Has an office, exhibit and resource library at the Depot Museum?
¨ Was completely volunteer driven until 2001?
¨ Receives approximately 5,000 requests for information each year through personal visits, telephone

calls, email and Facebook?
¨ Has a working board of fifteen dedicated members from the five municipalities around the lake?
¨ Has used our microfilmed newspaper archives at the depot to research and coordinate the Matoska

Memories section of the White Bear Press each week since 2003?

Your local historical society is a dynamic organization in which we all should be proud.  The history of this area is
tremendous and needs to be preserved.  Thank you for placing a value on that history by being a member, a volunteer
and a participant in the things we do!  We couldn’t continue our efforts without you.

-Sara
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Save the Date!!!
The White Bear Area Historic House Tour 2010 is
coming soon...

       Sunday, September 26th
                  Noon-6pm
Presented by the
White Bear Lake Area Historical Society
and Signature Sponsor...


