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T O SHARE YOUR
MEMORIES IN
FUTURE ISSUES
CONTACT:

SaRA MARKOE HANSON
Depot Museum
4751 HeHway 61
WHITE BEAR LAKE, MN
55110

651-407-5327
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Calendar of Events

For more details on these events and morewisit.whitebearhistorgrg or call 651-407-5327

SundayMay 23" & 1stMinnesota Civiwar Encampment Polar Lakes Park

Monday May 26 (Memorial Day weekend) Sunday 5-9pm & Monday 9am-noon

Friday, June 20 Manitou Days Parade

Satuday, June 21 All-School Reunion Celebrating 1¥@ars oiVhite Bear Schools at the District

Education Center & Central Middle Schotbin-4pm
Featuring self-guided tours of the original High School,

Satuday, June 28 Around the Lake Bu$our* 10am-noon

Satuday, June 28 Flyers, Food & Fun at Bens@éirport TimeTBD

TuesdayJuly 1% Fillebrown Housd hemedlours:Women of the Fillebrown* 6-7:30pm
SaturdayJuly 19" Celebrate Bald Eagle atthe Bald Eagle & Otter Lakes Regionad~2pk,
TuesdayJuly 29 LakeAvenue 8oll* 6-8pm

ThursdayAugust 2% Pops on the Porch and Ice Cream Social, lawn of the Fillebrown House, 6-8pm

*Registration Required through Community Services & Recreation. Fees apply and space is limited. See program
booklet for information or contact the White Bear Lake Community Services and Recreation Department at
651-407-7501.

WHITE BEAR LAKE AREA HISTORICALSOCIETY MEMBERSHIPAPPLICATION

NAVE

ADDRESS

Ciry SiaTE Zip

PHonNE EmaiL

CHECK LEVEL OF MEMBERSHIP.

InDIVIDUAL $20 FamiL Y/HouseHoLD $30 Patron $80
Sponsor $150 PreservaTIONIST $300 AEeriaL $500
Summit $1000 OTHER $

Send with check t&/BLAHS, PO Box 10543/ hite Bear Lake, Minnesota 551-0543



A SpecialThank You to Our
Hometown Business Members
Mélange \/olunteer
MortgageWorks S p0t| | g ht
Proub oF Our Mueller Lake Mortuary
HisTory Sunbear Spa &an
IO UrsulasWine Bar & Café
CommunNiTy .
White Bear Country Inn/Rudy’
HomeET own Red Eye Girill
BUSINESS White Bear Eye Clinic Special thanks is due to the
committee for the Spring
icay 5K Organizations: EventAn Evening of Red,
— Lakeshore Players Whitebear and Blue.
Commercial Printing White Bear Lake Liors Club Through their tireless efforts
Hisdahl, Inc. the committee created a
Hoffman Corner Heating &ir For information on how your fabulous event and a suc-
Conditioning business can be a WBLAHS Home- cessful fundraiser
Judy King Estate Sales town Business Member please
Knutsermuto contact Sara at 651-407-5327 We would not be able to
provide many of our pro-
I.‘# From the DireCtOr’S grams and events without
| our numerous volunteers
\ 3 Desk .. who make things happen.
—a % Whether it is giving tours at
E ! the House, sorting papers at
3 \Mle the depth of our history is miniscule in the Resource Library or
.|l comparison to the centuries you find on other conti- answering questions for
nents, | am constantly reminded of the volume of storied| ~ Visitors, we rely heavily on
we are fortunate to be able to tell in the White Bear area. During this the help of our volunteers.
anniversary year we are focusing on the storigghife BeaTownship, Thank you'to all of you—
which are plentiful since half of the areaibite Bear Lakérea Historical new and continuing! For
Society serves was once a part of Histdffite BeaTownship. more information on what
you may be able to do to
Itis with great pleasure we dig more deeply into the stories of Benson help please contact Sara at
Airport, theWhite Bear Schools, the Bald Eaglater Club and others. 651-407-5327.

One of my favorite activities as the Director of the WBLAHS is gathering

these stories and getting them out to our members and the community at ;

large through a variety of offerings: tours, publications, events and online Learnin g fro m
research opportunities. Our P ast,
During this anniversary year remember to look for Usinn Life Maga- Preservin g fO r
zine, The White Bear PresSpecial Sesquicentennial Section and on

Suburban Community Channels egular programming. As always, O ur Future.

there’s a lot going on and we hope you find something you enjoy! -
Memorial

-Sara for Nancy Brown
from Jan Holtz & Doug Kraemer



From Our President...Peter Reis

Hi,

This is my opportunity to introduce myself as your new presidesi ¢fnuine privilege to look
forward to attempting to fill the shoes of my predecessors. I'm a third generation resident of White
Bear my grandparents having moved here in the late 1890s. In 1908 they bought the house my
wife, Jackie, and | now live in. My parents, when they got married in the summer of 1925, moved
with them (common in those days) anslithere my two sisters and | grew up. | graduated from
White Bear High School in 1955 (as most of you krtbws is the best class ever to graduate #\dmite Beasright?)

joined the army at 17 and didsome back toVhite Bear until 35 years latavhen we bought the old family house

back.

Jackie and | are both life-long community volunteers but for me history has been a passion. | rdajuegdan

History at the University of Minnesota.

Jackie and | have raised a blended family of seven wonderful kids who in turn have presented us with eleven wonde
grand-kids. Life is good.

Mission Satement of the Proudly Serving
White Bear Lake

heWhite Bear Lakérea Historical Society is

Area Historical Soci ety proud to serve the following communities:
. Birchwood —
TheWhite Bear Lakdrea Historical Society connedts * Dellwood
the community to its past, fostering an understanding|antl Mahtomedi
appreciation for our history o White Bear Lake
We fulfill our mission by.... . White BeaTownship
n Gathering and maintaining historical informatiory |f you have a storyictures, or any information that youl|
and artifacts. would like to share, please contact Sara at 651-40746327
We are safe keepers of our heritage.
n Educating the community about our history
We are the communitgtorytellers.
n Encouraging personal and community responsibility for preserving our physical links to the past.

We are advocates for historical psewation.

WBLAHS 2008 Board of Directors

Peter Reis President Holly Geck, Past President ' .

Jenni Corbett, Secretary  Jo Emerson Treasurer The WBLAHS is currently seeking board
Christy Gutt, Education Liaison members for the following positions:

Keith Hisdahl, Community Liaison Fillebrown House — In-House

Kathy Hoelscher, Planned Giving & Development Programs

Jan Holtz, At-Large For more information on becoming a board
Lin Lindbeck , Fillebrown House, Out-house member please contact Peter Reis at 651+
Tom Rice At-Large 426-1268 or Sara Hanson at 651-407-5347.
Meg Todd, Membership & Promotion

1858 1880 1900 1920 1940 1960 1980 2000 2009

SESQUICENTENNIAL - MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN TIMELINE -EACH MEMBER WHO JOINS OR RENEWS
AT THE $15QEVEL ORHIGHER MOVES THE TIMELINE AHEAD ANOTHER YEAR.




Your Society inAction

On a beautiful day in late

April the White Bear Lake
Area Historical Society had
the opportunity to commission
local photographer Matiodd
to shoot a current set of aerial
photographs of the White
Bear area. Private local pilot
Darryl LeMire spent nearly
two hours in the air witfiodd
allowing for more than 450
new images to be added to
the Historical Societg photo
collection.

The historic aerial
photographs already in
the Societys collection
are filled with information
on the physical and
geographical develop-
ment—and lack of
development—of our

area over the decades. This
recent addition will allow us to
compare the past and present as
well as enhance the historical
record for future generations.

Thank you Matt & Darryl for
making this possible!



8" Annual Spring EvenA Smashing Success!

I he Historical Society8"Annual Spring Evenfin Evening of Red/Vhitebear and Blue was a wonderful success
by all accounts. The auction featured a little something for everyone from handpicked strawberries and accessories
delivered to your door to antique furniture and themed parties galore.

Attendees were dazzled with auctioneer Kurt Norsiaiénts as

funds were raised to continue the good work of the WBLAHS includ-
ing the preservation of the Fillebrown Hou$eis yeats fund-a-need
theme highlighted the Fillebrovgwindows, storms and screens.

MINGLING AND BIDDING ARE THE TASKSAT THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 'S

Tom FRAZER, ONE oF WHITE BEAR'S“WILD SPRING EVENT ON APRIL 26TH

H oGS’ AVAILABLE AT THE AUCTION RIDES

INTO THE WHITE BEAR COUNTRY INN TO RAISE

THE BIDDING ! The online auction that was
launched for the first time this
year began slow)yut picked
up some speed toward the end
of bidding. That addition
provided more than $500 to
our tallies before the event
even began!

Thank you to all who at-
tended, donated, bid online
and volunteered to make this
event happen. Itis our most
important fundraiser of the
year and represents nearly
20% of our annual budget.
We could not do it without
you!

THE “H EADSOR TAILS” FINALISTS AREN'T SUREWHAT THEY 'VE GOTTEN THEMSELVES
INT O UPON THE STAGE



Continued from page 1

In 1881 a plat of land encompassing
primarily the present day downtown
business district of White Bear Lake was
incorporated as théllage ofWhite Bear
The majority oiWhite BeaiTownship
remained intact until the adjacent areas of
Cottage Park, Lakeshore, and the south
side of the lake were eventually annexed
as part of th¥/illage ofWhite Bear or
after 1921 the City of White Bear Lake.

During the decades between 1870 and
1910 the areas around White Bear and
Bald Eagle Lakes saw tremendous activity

FirsT ScHooL HouseIN WHITE
Bear — BuiLt In 1857

as aresort destination for those
who lived in St. Paul and cities
farther south along the Mississippi
River. The railroad industry made
its entrance int@Vhite BeaiTown-
ship in 1868 and completed its
connection to Duluthin 1871.

In the 1950s large portions of the
original 36 sections of White Bear

TRrRAIN SHED AT WHITE BEAR DEPOT

it

ViEw oF THE TowN OFFICES AND PoLAR LAKES PARK IN THE LOWER LEFT AND
BaLD EaGLE LAKE IN THE DISTANCE, 2008

Township were also incorpo-
rated as the cities of, Gem
Lake, North Oaks and
Vadnais HeightsToday

White BeaTownship en-
compasses 9.3 square miles
located in five distinct parcels
of land. TheTownship
continues to be governed as it
was 150 years ago by a three
member Board of Supervi-
sors who meet continue to
meet in the historic White
BearTown Hall—a tangible
symbol of the community’
heritage designed by ac-
claimed architect Cass Gilbert
in 1885.




< LakeArea
Preserver

White Bear Lakérea Historical Society Summer 2008

White Bear Township Celebrates 159 Anniversary!

W\en the gte of Minnesota was formed on Mdl; 1858 Ramsey County was divided into seven towns, one
of which wasWhite Bear—today it is Minnesotaost populous township and it is easy to understand why people
chose this area for their home.

Early descriptions of White Bear depict desirable land with extensive meadows and several large and beautif
lakes. The abundance of tamarack, oak, maple, and other timber served useful to the early settlers.

Little written information exists of the area prior to 1851. That year newspaper
man James Goodhue reportedire Pioneeithat a party of .... The nearest
settlement at that time was Little Canada.

One of the more notable early settlergubiite BeaTownship wa¥illeroy
Barnum who staked his claim on the south shore of White Bear Lake. Being the
first point many travelers encountered as they traveled north from St. Paul, Barnun
was repeatedly pushed into service being hospitable to those seeking room and
board in their travels. By 1853 Barnum opened a hotel, which he sold in 1857 to
John Lamb for the hefty price of $4,000. The property experienced a fire in 1860
which partially destroyed the building. The property reverted back to Barnum but
not before Lamls Hotel as it was known in the interim becanfieiefly known as
the site of the formation &Yhite BeaTownship on May 1, 1858.

During the early
years of European-
American settlement the
presence of thémeri-
can Indians who had

previously claimed these lands

was felt. The tumultuous relationship

between th@merican Indians and the

United States during the mid-nineteenth century was tem-
pered somewhat in our area by the fact that this region was

primarily a transitional land for the migratory Dakota and
Ojibway. The Dakota who through tAeeaty of 1851 were
granted the right to hunt, fish, maple sugar and gather berties
and rice often used the region particularly around the areg
lakes.

Upon the formation diVhite BeaTownship in May
1858 the community began to grow rapidly—churches we
organized of several faiths over the next two decades, a
school district was quickly established, two cemeteries created and the railroad completed through the townsite.

r%[. JoHN IN THE WILDERNESS CHURCH

Continued on page 2




