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Birchwood Village

A Summer Haven Out In the Country
By ScoTT FREEBERG

-I-he community we know as BirchwoWgdlage began quietly in the last quarter of thé déntury as a sprinkling

of summer cottages on the south shore of White Bear Lake. Prior to the settlement of the area, it was the home an
hunting ground of Indians, and as recently as the earlyd 8if0wheads were found in newly turned grouriee

earliest homes were built in about 18&6the turn of the century six or seven cottages were nestled among the lovely
white Birch trees which lined the lake shofese homes were locatedwitdwoodAvenue along the lakeshore and
extended east about 500 feet from East County Line Road.

The only road was
East County Line
which was a narrow
sand road leading to
North St. Paul. The
drive from North St.
Paul to Mahtomedi
took 3 hours at that
time.Wildwood
Amusement Park was
located on the east
shore of White Bear
Lake and could be
reached by bicycle
path along the beach
or by gasoline launch.
White Bear could be
reached by taking one
of the two big side wheel excursion boats nametbiwood” and “S. Paul” which traveled daily betwe®vildwood
andWhite Bear The excursion boats would dock midway at Birchwood when necessary to pick up ogdischar
passengers.

In 1903Allen Libby noted 3 families lived in Birchwood full time. In 1908/a. McMurran platted the land he owned
here along the lake as the Lakewood Park First and Second Division, and at that time maps showed the name
Birchwood applied only to the homes then built near the lake along Birchwood LanvdadmdodAvenue. Some of
these homes have survived, remodeled into comfortable year round homes.

Continued on page 2
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McMurran lived at what is now 33®8ildwoodAvenue. Prices for lots ranged from $600 to $750 for those on the lake
and $300 to $450 for those in the area away from the lake.

The land in Lakewood Park Second Division was described as “a beautiful tract of land overlooking White Bear Lak
and consists of Ige lots varying in size from one to five acrédi.the land is high above the lake and commands a
beautiful viewand each tract, as platted, contains a high knoll admirably adapted as a site for a Country Home”. A
second division brochure announced that the ‘tracts are intended for those desiring gardens, orchards, small fruits,
vineyards, ochicken ranchésn connection with their country home.

In 1904 the streetcar line which had been seMidwoodAmusement Park since 1899 was extended along the south
side of the lake, and Birchwood became a car gtopther stop, then called “Glenview”, is now Birdinegt. The

streetcar was a vital means of transportation. The fare was 15 cents from St. Paul to Birchwood and 5 cents more
White Bear Lake. Stops in Birchwood were called “Jay”, Lakewood”, “Glenview”, “and “Birchwood” (at East County
Line). The trolley took 56 minutes to go frorh Baul to MahtomediA popular conductor known by all regular riders
was “Mac” McWilliams. Cars ran hourly and it is said that the whistle “blew like the d&Vith the coming of the
streetcgrithe summer colony grew rapighnd the few yeaiound residents sent their youngsters to school in
Mahtomedi on the street car

Over one hundred years later Birchwood continues to be a ‘summeréasethiough i€ no longer out in the coungry

or that most of the cottages have been replaced or remodeled. While the trolley has been gone for over 80 years, i
still missed. Sometimes late at night whesrgally quiet and still outside, | can hear a faint whistle in the distance.

While my mind says itisn’t possible, my heart says that I'm hearing the trolley once again as it passes through
BirchwoodVillage with long ago travelers on their journey home figidwood Park.

Edited using excerptsdm “This is Bichwood”, A 1955 Manual of Mage Government” pepared by the
League of \Wmen dters of Bichwood, “Bichwood A Bicentennial Memgt” undated but assumed 1976, and a
“Bir chwood Histoy Presentation 2009” mrsented by Scott &ebeg.



From Our President...Jo Emerson

H ello,

This is my first letter as President of the WBLAHS. This is a big year for the organization as we
celebrate our 40anniversaryWe are making plans to honor those charter members who had the
foresight to establish thisganization. Be sure and mayril 10" on your calendar for our Spring
Event. Watch for more details sooAnd if you have any items to donate for our silent and live
auctions, please let us knowhey can be droppedfait the Depot or we can pick them up.

Our monthly program series got off to a great start with a program on January 27th celebrating the rich histor
of theWinter Carnival Ice Fishing Contedt/e were privileged to have a more than 60 people come and share their
stories of past contests. Many also brought photos and mementos td\&heast thank them enough for taking the
time to make this a special program. Continue to watch for information on upcoming programs throughout the year
This is a good time to remind people that if you have photos or other mementos to share, we would welcome the
opportunity to scan them for our files. That is the way we preserve our history for future generations.

And finally if you are looking for a gift for someone, we have a gift shop with books of local history and repro-
ductions of photos and magsd a membership to tMeBLAHS would be the perfect gift for any history bydu
know.

As this 40th anniversary year starts, | want to thank those that started this organization and those that have
helped it to grow over the yeangour Board will work hard to continue the fine work that has gone before us.

Jo Emerson, President WBLAHS
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Memories of Webster School

/ \s promised in the last issu€eldfe LakeArea Peserer, Peter Reis shares his memories of the “dfdbster
School...

The school was built of red brick in 1888 by local builder David Hanna. Not only did my two sisters and | attend this
school, my mother also did, at about the timé/ofld War I. The original school was replaced by a new building in
the early 1950s and the site n@ficourse, if occupied by Lake SquApartments.

This photo from 1935 show¥ dnd %' grade (in one room) with my sister Barbara in the second row from the right,
third person back. Itis amusing to see the things in the photo no longer seen in classrooms as well as the absence
items common in todagclassesThose are actual inkwells (with ink in them!) in the upper right hand corners of the
desk. In asimilar vintage photo from IMBLAHS collection of a dierentWebster class room actually shows three
boys wearing neckties!

Do classrooms still have blackboards? Needless to say there are no cell phones, laptops or I-pods. The near do
the right next to the entrance is the supply and storage closet where they would store things like chalk, erasers, colc
construction paper for projects and big square one gallon glass jars of library paste. This substance was made of
primarily flour, some water and some peppermint oil for scent. Some students found that a spoonful or two of this m:
a tasty mid-morning snack!

The door on the left closer to the entrance led to the cloak room containing outer gakftesmtscess spent rolling in

the snow outside the wet woolen jackets gave the room a definite “wet sheep” smell. On the floor the overshoes ar
boots were lined up — for the boys, almost exclusively four buckle overshoes which gave off a distinctive clinking sour
as you walked along.

As we look at the faces virtually all of them look engaged and bright —as a Le arn | N g frO m
group of similar aged students from today would. Our Past
b}

Preserving for
Facebook.com/whitebearhistory Our Future.




Your Society InAction

\MLAHS volunteefEd Michaud has been working hard to reorganize the subject files in the Resource Library

at the depot. During this process he came across a most interesting story on the backside of another article from t
June 29, 197%/hite Bear Pesawith the headline “Bank robbery tells tale of fatketeath”. The following is an

excerpt from that articlelo see the entire stopylease visivww.whitebearhistorprg/Resource.html

“James Henry Butler who lost track of his family in 1909 when his father was killed in a robBémngeBears First
State Bank came back last week to make one last search for information on his father

“After 60 years of intermittent searching, Butl@ow known as Roger Dickenson, went away with the information he
needed and, in the meantime, revived the story of the great bank robbery in the minds of White Bear residents.

“Dickenson, the son of Mand MrsWilliam Butler who made their home at Eighth and Banninylite Bear Lake in
the late 1800s, was orphaned when his father was shot down by a bandgjt 5n1909. His mothgwidowed, was
unable to care for the children and Dickenson was placed in a foster homeaiesand adopted, the name of his
foster parents, Dickenson. He grew up on a vegetable farm between Champlain and Osseo.”

Founding Member, Gordon Brierley, Mission
Dies at 93 By Ginny Brierley Statement of the
Gb White Bear Lake
T rdon and | were Charter Members of : :
EZSQO:LO;VJQ%IZ%SES;Sin the WBLAHS many years ago. He had Area H I-StO I Cal
memory of Gordon Brierley been on the Bo_ard_ of D_|rect(_)rs._ He made Soci ety
Thank you! numerous contributions including installing
lights in the kitchen of the Fillebrown T _
Rose Bayuk House and giving articles of antique I heWhite Bear Lakérea
Elizabeth Biorn clothing and helping on the Out-House ~ Historical Society connects the
Ruth Claxton Committee. Gordon attended many ~ COmmunity to its past, fostering an
Harley & Mary Danforth meetings, concerts, auctions and parties, Understanding and
Sara & Jeff Hanson He liked the Historical Society very much @PPreciation for our history
Mary Harrington and wished it continued success. _ o
Elizabeth Markoe We fulfill our mission by....

Ruth McCarthy A Memorial Sevice for Godon n Gathering and maintaining
Jesse Okie Brierley will be held June 12, 2010 at historical information
SusanWard the First Pesbyterian Chuh in White and artifacts.

Bear Lake We are safe keepers of

; our heritage.
WBLAHS 2010 Board of Directors n Educating the community

Jo Emerson President Jan Holtz Kraemer about our history
Peter Reis Past President Lin Lindbeck We are the community
Jenni Corbett, Secretary Bill Matschke storytellers.
Tracey Montgomely, Treasurer Tom Rice n Encouraging personal and
Scott Freeberg Meg Todd community responsibility for
Christy Qutt For information on becoming a preserving our physical links
ﬁzlttr?yHA?)i?gcl:her board member please contact :/(\)l:h;lep:i}ocates for
Chris Johnson Jo Emerson at 651°-653-0731 historical preseration

or Sara Hanson at 651-407-5327 :
Shana Karle




You're invited to the White Bear Lake Area Historical
Society’s 10" Annual Spring Event and Auction!

JoHnsoN BoaT Works— Crca 1980

John O. Johnson arrived in Minnesota in 1893 to work with
White Bear boat buildeGusAmundson.Within three years
Johnson was building boats on his own and revolutionized the
world of inland sailing by designing a flat-bottomed boat

known as the scawThe original portion of the Johnson Boat
Works building was 55 x 100 and was constructed on the
foundation of a saloon that had burned down. The building
included a second floor apartment for John and his family
Over the decades several additions were made to the building
as the business and the family grew

JoHN O. JoHNSON

-I-he Historic BoatVorks
housed the Johnson Boat
Works for more than a
century before becoming the
site of White Bear Boat
Works in 1998. Lastyear
the WBBW moved to a new
location and while the future
of the original building is
uncertain, indications are that
it will be razed in the not too
distant future to make way
for new development. This
years themeThe Boat

Works BonVoyage, was
chosen by the Historical
Society to celebrate the
building and the business that
have made such animpact on
the White Bear area.

The Boat Works Bon Voyage
Saturday, April 10th — 5:30-11pm — AtétHistoric Boat Works
For tickets, auction item previews and info:

$40/WBLAHS Members whitebearhistory.org
Facebook.com/whitebearhistory

or 651-407-5327

$45/Non-members

$400 for areservedtable of 8




From the Director's Desk...

I he WBLAHS was incorporated in September of 1970. Throughout 2010 the WBLAHS is
celebrating its 4DanniversaryIn each of this yea issues of our quarteyiijhe Lakéirea
Presewer, we will focus on ten facts you may not know abouttizd AHS.

Did you know the WBLAHS...

Acquired the Fillebrown House in the 1970s and has owned and operated the 1879 lakeside cottage
as a historic house museum ever since?

Two major fundraisers each year — the Spring Event and the Historic Huggovide approxi

mately one-third of our annual budget?

Has rotating exhibits on local history topics at the Depot Museum which also serves as the offices,
book store and resource library?

Has more members than many county historical societies in Minnesota?

Represents the five municipalities that touch the shore of White Bear Lake: Birchwood, Dellwood,
MahtomediWhite Bear Lake and/hite BeaiTownship?

Has produced a Historic Photo Calendar of local images since 20057?

Receives no operating support from tkeg&Sof Minnesota, Ramsey\dashington Counfyout does

contract with several of the municipalities we serve for preservation and interpretative services?
Memberships and donations account for nearly one-third of our annual budget?

Offers group tours to Red Hat Groups, Class Reunion Groups, or any group you can assemble?

Has a Facebook page at Facebook.com/whitebearhistory where we offer trivia and other fun games?

Your local historical society is a dynamiganization in which we all should be proddhe history of this area is
tremendous and needs to be preservldnk you for placing a value on that history by being a membetunteer
and a participant in the things we dde couldnt continue our ébrts without you.

-Sara
WHITE BEAR LAKE AREA HiSTORICALSOCIETY MEMBERSHIPAPPLICATION
NAME
ADDRESS
Ciy SiaTE Zp
PHoNE EmalL
CHECK LEVEL OF MEMBERSHIP.
InDIViDUAL $20 FamiL Y/HouseHoLD $30 Patron $80
Sponsor $150 PreservaTiONIST $300 AeriaL $500
Summit $1000 OTHER $

Send with check t&/BLAHS, PO Box 10543/ hite Bear Lake, Minnesota 581-0543



Calendar of Events

For the latest info on these gents and moke visit wwwwhitebearhistory.org or
www.facebook.com/w hitebearhistory or call 651-407-5327

SATuRDAY, APRIL 107 Boda Works BonVoya@ @ the Historic BoaMorks Tickets:
$45 for non-members/$40 for WBLAHS Member, $400 for a
reseved tdle of 8

SturpAY, MaY P Quarterly Crop Scrapbooking Event 10am-10pm @ the WB
Armory $30/peson intudes lunie, dinner snaks door prizs

and fun!
-
SaturDAY, May 8% Mothers Dy Tea 1-3pm @ the Fiimwn House $19/pson SESJQE,:?;JR
includes light lunch and tea in the historic lakeside cottage FUTURE ISSUES
CONTACT:
SARA M ARKOE HANSON
Monbpay, May 10" White Bear Bads Bund Talde Discussion omales othe Road: Depot Museum
; ; 4751 HeHwAy 61
Hwy 615pm at the White B_ear Lake Library _ s e Bl s, DY
Free and open to the public, come share your stories! 55110
651-407-5327
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