
 



#1  White Bear Lake Depot, ca. 1915 
 

   How many train tracks can you count? 

 More than five on this side of the depot. 

 

   What are some different types of trains and what did they carry? 

 Rail cars with coal, boxcars with produce, baked goods, packages, etc.  

  

   Where do you think the trains would come from or go? 

These tracks would go from St. Paul to Duluth where they could connect with other 

tracks to travel beyond.



 



#2  Sailing on White Bear Lake, ca. 1894 
 

   Contrast the clothes people wore for a day of boating in the 1890s with what we would 

wear today. 

 Long dresses vs. swim suits 

 

   How many life jackets do you see? 

 None 

 

   What might happen to a woman dressed in a full skirt and petticoats if she fell in the 

water? 

 The woman would sink quickly and have trouble swimming. 



 



#3  Streetcar at White Bear Lake, ca. 1930 
 

   How might a streetcar be different from a train?  Do you think a streetcar would travel 

longer or shorter distances than a train? 

 Streetcars usually did not have many cars connected together.  Streetcars went shorter 

distances than a train. 

 

   Did trains and streetcars use the same tracks? 

 No.  They each had their own tracks. 

 

   Did the streetcars carry loads other than passengers? 

 No, just people. 

 

   What sound would let you know the streetcar was coming? 

 The streetcar bell would ring. 



 



#4  Enjoying Watermelon, 1893 
 

   There were not very many photographers and cameras when this photo was taken.  

Why do you think the people wanted a photo taken of them eating watermelon? 

 To capture a fun moment from their summer at the lake. 

 

   How would they have gotten watermelon back then? 

 Grown from a farm/garden or sold at a fruit and vegetable stand. 

 

   Do you think it was in fashion to wear hats? 

 Yes, only one woman is not wearing a hat. 

 



 



#5  Ramaley Pavilion, ca. 1890  
 

   Why did people travel to Ramaleyôs Pavilion? 

 For vacation. 

 

   What were the different types of entertainment available? 

 Dances/hops, orchestras, operas, concerts and other performances. 

 

   What do you see in front of the Pavilion? 

 A depot and railroad tracks. 

 

   Why would it be important for the Pavilion to be near the railroad tracks?  And by the 

lake? 

 So visitors can travel easily to the Pavilion.  The lake was an attraction for visitors to 

the Pavilion-sailing, boating and fishing were all important pastimes. 



 



#6  Clark Avenue from Second Street, ca. 1915 
 

   Do you recognize this statue? 
  

   Who do you think the person on the statue is? 

The person represents a soldier from the Civil War to honor all the soldiers who fought 

in the Union Army. 

 

   What would use the tracks at the bottom of the picture? 

 A streetcar. 

 

   Why were the streets so wide?  What types of transportation were there back then? 

 The streets were wide so the horses and carriages could travel on them.  Cars were just 

beginning to be available to people at this time. 

 



 


